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MCTOpVIH OTKPbITUA MarnmctpaAbHOIo NPOTOKa NOAXKEAYAOY-
HOWM XEeNe3bl, KaK U HACTOALLMN AETEKTUB, NMOAHA TalH, 3a-
rapokK, ConepHUUeCTBa U paxe youiicTs. Ceuac npaktuue-
CKM HEBO3MOXHO BbISICHWUTb, KTO, FA€ M KOrAa BriepBble 06-
HapYXMA 3Ty UYAECHYHO MAAEHBKYHO XeAe3y C OrPOMHbIMM
BO3MOXHOCTAMW. OAHAKO TOYHO M3BECTHO, UTO BrEPBbIE
onmcaA raBHbIM NPOTOK MOAXEAYAOUHOWM XeAe3bl UTaAbAH-
ckuit aHatom Johann Georg Wirsling, KOTOPbIM XWA U pa-
60T1an B I. Maaysa. BckpblB TEAO KA3HEHHOTO NPECTYMNHUKA,
Johann Georg Wirsling 0bHapyX1A kaHaA, KOTOPbIA HauW-
HaAcAa U3 ABeHaALI,aTVII'IepCTHOVI KWULLKK U LLEA MO BCEN ANU-
He HOA)KeAyAOLIHOﬁ XeAe3bl BMAOTb AO CEAE3EHKU, HO HE
MPOHUKAA B Hee. AHATOM TLIATEeAbHO onucan bonee Men-
KM1e NMPOTOKK, OTXOASILLIME OT OCHOBHOIO KaHaAa W NMPOHU3bI-
BatOLLIME BCHO TKaAHb MOAXKEAYAOUHON XeAe3bl. ITO OTKPbI-
TMe ObINO TLATEABHO 3aA0KYMeHTUpoBaHo 02.03.1624 .
B NPWCYTCTBUK TpeX cBuaeTenei. CaMOoCTOATEABHO CAEAAB
rpaBlopy ¢ M306paxeHUeM MOAKEAYAOUHOMN Xenesbl, OC-
HOBHOIO NPOTOKa M MEAKMX KaHaAbLeB, Wirsuing otnpasuma
ee BeAyLLIMM aHaToOMaM TOro BpeMEHM ¢ Npocbbor NoMoub
B TPAKTOBKE CAEAAHHOIO MM OTKPbITUS, MOAYEPKMBAS, UTO
B MPOTOKE COAEPXANACh HE KPOBb U He AMMda, a MyTHas!
XWUAKOCTb, KOTOpPaAd AeﬁCTBOBaAa KaK BbITpaB/\VIBa}OUJ,VIVI
pactBop Ha cepebpsiHbii 30HA. CAeAaTb OKOHUATEAbHbIE
BbIBOAbI O GUIMOAOTMUYECKOM MPEAHA3HAUYEHMM NPOTOKA
Wirsling nomellana cMepTb: BCErO Yepes LIeCTb HEAEAb
nocae 0dULIMAAbHOTO 3asIBAEHWSA O CAEAAHHOM OTKPbITHK,
BEAMKOIO aHaToMa, MMPHO pasroBapuBaBLLErO CO CBOM-
MW COCEASIMU, 3aCTPEAUA BEABIMIACKUIA CTYAEHT. MPUYMHBI
3TOro MOCTYMKa OCTaAMCb TOYHO HE M3BECTHbIMW. Yepes
NSATb AET NOCAE KOHUMHbI Wirsling HayaAnCb CNopbI O nep-
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BEHCTBE CAENAHHOMO OTKPbITUSA, U TOABKO CrycTs 61 roa ot
MOMEHTa ONMCaHMA OCHOBHOIO MPOTOKa ﬂOA)KeAyAOHHOVI
XXEeAEe3bl 3T0 aHaTOMU4YECKOE 06pa303aHV|e MOAYYHUAO UMA
«BUPCYHI'MaHOBOIO».
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Like a detective novel, discovery of a major pancreatic
duct was full of secrets, mysteries, rivalry, and even mur-
der. Now it is almost impossible to find out who, where
and when first discovered this amazing little gland with
enormous potential. However, it is known that the Ital-
ian anatomist Johann Georg Wirsiing, who lived and
worked at the University of Padua, was the first one who
described a major pancreatic duct. Performing the post-
mortem examination of the executed criminal, Johann
Georg Wirsung discovered a duct that started in duode-
num and went through the whole pancreas up to spleen
without penetration. The anatomist thoroughly described
the smaller ducts extending from the main duct and per-
meating the pancreatic tissue. This discovery was care-
fully documented on 02/03/1624 in the presence of
three witnesses. Wirsling made an engraving, depicting
the pancreas, major duct, and small ducts, and sent it to
the leading anatomists with a request to help interpret
his discovery, emphasizing that the duct did not contain
blood or lymph, but was full of cloudy liquid that acted as
an etching agent on a silver probe. The death prevented
Wirsling to draw final conclusions about the physiologi-
cal purpose of the duct: the great anatomist, peacefully
talking to his neighbors, was shot and killed by a Belgian
student just six weeks after the official announcement
of the discovery. The reasons for this murder were not
clear. Five years after Wirsling’s death, disputes about
the primacy of the discovery started. Only 61 years after
a major pancreatic duct was described, this anatomical
structure got the name “Wirsuing’s duct”.



